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April 2020 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

These are unprecedented days when we can-

not meet together as a church family because 

of COVID-19. And many are unable to go out or 

to see friends or family except via facetime, 

zoom rooms or skype. But for many even see-

ing a familiar face is impossible, some have only 

telephone contact and others have none. Yet, 

although physically scattered, we can join our 

hearts together, because we are fearless fol-

lowers of the Lord Jesus. It is so good to know 

that He is alive, and that God is sovereign over 

every circumstance. He is active in His world 

and not distant, slumbering, or sleeping.  

Bishop David, in the statement he released last 

Tuesday, urged all of us to use these challeng-

ing days to evangelise. And providentially our 

leadership team had already decided that this 

month’s magazine would focus on Outreach! 

How good is our God? Let us be serious about 

sharing the love of Jesus with those we speak 

to at home, by phone or via social media. In our 

homes with our children, or alone, we can pray 

asking the Holy Spirit to teach us and open our 

minds as we read Scripture and wait for God to 

speak to us.  

We can all take opportunities with family and 

friends face-to-face or by phone to share what 

God has been saying to us, and to speak confi-

dently about God’s ability to heal. 

I guess what we need are days of God-

confidence rather than self-confidence. As a 

nation and in many parts of the world we have 

been putting our confidence in economic ad-

vance, our personal comfort and needs. As the 

Bible says “everyone did what was right in their 

own eyes” Judges 21:25. As this awful virus 

threatens to overwhelm us and our families we 

need, as a nation and globally, to do “what is 

right in the LORD’s eyes” Judges 17:6. Preach-

ing to an empty church this weekend I had a 

sense that those who are fearful of this virus 

feel guilty. I said ‘“God is not standing waving an 

angry, well sanitised finger at us shouting ‘do 

not be afraid’” no, He is holding out nail scarred 

hands and calling us to bring all of our cares and 

concerns to Him. But of course not all of us are 

afraid, some of our parishioners are feeling 

lonely with this enforced isolation and social 

distance.  



2  

Finally, Bishop David in his most recent letter to 

clergy and church leaders shared this ancient 

prayer. Let us commit to praying this together: 

 ‘O Almighty God, the Lord of life and death, of 

health and sickness; have pity upon us misera-

ble sinners, now visited with great sickness (and 

mortality). Withdraw from us this grievous 

affliction. Sanctify to us, we beseech thee, this 

thy fatherly correction. Enlarge our charity to 

relieve those who need our help.  Bless the 

remedies applied to assist them. Give us pru-

dence to see and vigour to use, those means 

which thy providence affords, for preventing 

and alleviating such calamities.  And, above all, 

teach us to know how frail and uncertain our 

condition is, and so to number our days, that we 

may seriously apply our hearts to that holy and 

heavenly wisdom, whilst we live here, which may 

in the end bring us to life everlasting; through 

the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, thine 

only Son our Lord, Amen. 

Our 11.30am and 5.30pm services this Sunday 

will be on line from our Facebook page. They will 

also be available to watch via THIS link on our 

Website – https://www.willowfieldchurch.co.uk/

sundays/sunday-services/church-online  

In Christ’s love, 

Karen  

 

 

 

Karen Salmon 

Curate 

OUTREACH IN WILLOWFIELD 

In Willowfield Church outreach is not just 

something that we do but it is part of who 

we are.   

Over the past number of years we have become 

well known in the community for our giveaways 

and community events but there is much more to 

our outreach ministries than these.  Some of our 

weekly outreach programs include a community 

gym, Alpha, community bible study, Open House 

drop in and Healing on the Streets.   

There is also a lot of other stuff that happens 

throughout the year, like pub outreach, door to 

door visitations, men’s and woman’s events, com-

munity barbecues, plus events for the elderly in 

homes and folds like Mullen Mews and Ellis Court.   

We also have a team of volunteers present each 

year at Belsonic music festival in Ormeau Park, 

local band parades and street events.   On top of 

all of these we run a ministry called FreshStart 

where we give away donated furniture and white 

goods to those most in need.   

 

 

 

What is Our Outreach Ministry’s Purpose?  

Our outreach ministry’s purpose is to reach the 

un-churched individuals and families that visit our 

church and live within our community. As Chris-

tians we are to live the examples of God’s love by 

inviting and sowing seeds of hospitality through 

our churches.  Ultimately the seeds we sow should 

grow to a personal understanding that everyone is 

accepted and welcomed.  The objective is to pro-

vide everyone with an opportunity for experienc-

ing the joy of fellowship and security that is provid-

ed through a relationship with Jesus Christ and His 

Church.  

Romans 10:14 (NLT) 

14 But how can they call on him to save them un-

less they believe in him? And how can they believe 

in him if they have never heard about him? And 

how can they hear about him unless someone tells 

them? 

John  Menagh                                                                                                                 

Community Pastor 
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At the time of writing this, we live in un-

precedented times. How everyone, includ-

ing churches, undertakes ‘outreach’ within 

their organisations has changed. The Al-

pha course will not be exempt from this, 

but please bear with me as I somewhat 

reminisce about ‘normal’ times. 

My first experience of Alpha was 12 years ago in 

a previous church that I attended. At the time, I 

found the experience very rewarding. My faith 

grew, my relationships benefitted and my 

knowledge and understanding of God, Jesus, 

the Holy Spirit and faith expanded. Taking part 

in and completing the course really had its ben-

efits, even for someone like me who had made 

the decision to follow Christ many years before 

the course. 

Fast forward 8 years and I find myself standing 

again at another of life’s crossroads, or dare I 

say, another of life’s ‘spaghetti junctions’! I find 

myself being invited to and starting to attend 

Willowfield. It’s late summer and an Alpha 

course is being advertised for commencement 

in September from the church. Along with a 

number of friends I sign up to participate again 

in an Alpha course. If I’m being totally honest, 

my main motivation for signing up was to try 

and meet people within Willowfield. I was trying 

to establish connections with people, as I had 

decided to make Willowfield my home church. 

Little did I know that God had other ideas!!! 

Again, my experience of Alpha was one of ex-

treme positivity, more than I could ever had 

expected. Having been a spiritual nomad for a 

number of years previously, I found that God 

used Alpha to bring me back to a place I could 

call ‘home’. What I loved most was how Alpha 

brings everything ‘back to basics’. As arrogant 

and prideful human beings, we can complicate 

all areas of life, including religion and faith with 

our own agendas, wants and ideas. We try to 

make faith suit ‘us’ and our life choices.  

 

 

 

The Alpha course brought me back to what 

faith is really all about…. God’s love for me, his 

child! It reminded me of what I already knew, but 

that message had become muddled over the 

years. I rediscovered that unconditional love 

gives the freedom to choose.  

God’s unconditional love for me, give me the 

freedom in life to make my own choices. God 

doesn’t dictate to me, like some autocratic 

overbearing tyrant, what I must do, or impart 

‘my’ life to me. I get to choose. It was my choic-

es in the past that had lead me to where my life 

was at that point… depressed, alone, separated 

and detached from God, family and friends.  

However, the rediscovery on that Alpha course 

didn’t stop there. I was reminded of my worth to 

God, how he still loved me regardless, how he 

was wanting me to return home, he was calling 

me and longing for me to find real purpose in 

my life again. He hadn’t given up on me, even if I 

was just about to give up on myself! 

And that was when life changed, again, but this 

time for the better. There is something about 

an Alpha course, something that God undoubt-

edly blesses with his Holy Spirit as He moves in 

people’s lives. Since that Alpha course, I have 

completed another eight ‘Alpha’s’. Not as a 

participant, but as a helper and leader. I have 

had the great privilege to meet a host of amaz-

ing people. I have had the privilege to talk to 

them about Jesus, share my story and what 

Jesus has done in and through me. I have con-

tinued to be greatly blessed by my Father in 

Heaven, as I journey with others in finding and 

knowing Jesus. I have fallen in love again, with 

and through Alpha. Not only with the course, 

the people and fellow leaders, but with Jesus! 

C 

LIVES CHANGED AT ALPHA 
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DOOR TO DOOR OUTREACH 

During the 2015 Diocesan Year of Mission, 

we began to do door to door outreach, 

with the specific intention of calling at 

every home in our Parish. We prayed for 

the opportunity to pray for and share the 

gospel of Jesus Christ with as many peo-

ple as we could.  

 

It took us just over a year to visit every home – 

over 8000! In this particular approach to evan-

gelism, you never know quite what you are 

going to meet behind each door. We had some 

very meaningful visits – and some funny ones 

too! Several people with whom we shared gave 

their lives to Jesus, or experienced the reality 

of God as we prayed for them and some were 

healed. 

Here is one little story of something that hap-

pened… 

 

One afternoon, two of us were visiting homes 

in a busy terraced street. At one house, a man 

in his senior years answered. He was not very 

impressed with our message about Jesus and 

challenged us about believing “in that fairytale”.  

We continued to share with him for a little while 

but then decided to move on. As we had been 

talking, the Holy Spirit had been speaking and 

just before we left the doorstep, we were able 

to share something very specific to this man, 

that we could not have known – except that 

God had shown it.  

 

That’s when something changed; the man was 

instantly softer and a little emotional. We were 

able to pray for him before leaving. As we left 

and then stood outside his gate, a sudden 

sense of quiet came over the street. For a few 

seconds, we could no longer hear the busy 

traffic, or any other noise. It was both quieting 

and sobering. The very atmosphere changed. 

Then, as we turned to go, the man suddenly 

came to his door again and this time invited us 

inside, where we were able to chat a bit more – 

this time with no scepticism, or argument and 

we were able to offer some comfort and pray-

er. When we left, he asked if he could give us a 

map of the Bible lands. 

 

We don’t know what happened next. We do 

know that this man encountered the Holy Spirit 

in that visit; we know that God showed him just 

how well he knew him and his life story in those 

moments and we believe that he experienced 

something of God’s healing and love. Our 

greatest hope is that he allowed Jesus to come 

and rescue him and bring him close to the Fa-

ther and that he will be forever with the Lord. 

 

Glynis Matchett 

Evangelist and Leader of Prayer Ministries 
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THE E-WORD -  EVANGELISM  

I tend to break out in a cold sweat at the 

mention of the E-word—evangelism—

but  last year my husband Roger was keen 

for our family to take part in Willowfield’s 

Easter giveaway. 

So I nervously headed off last Easter Saturday 

to join the group of adults and kids who had 

congregated at the back of the church, where 

John Menagh was organising baskets of Easter 

Crème eggs to hand out to shoppers and shop

-owners on the Cregagh Road. That’s not too 

difficult, I thought—people love chocolate and 

who doesn’t like getting something for free? It 

soon became clear that the kids in the group 

would have that job, while the adults handed 

out leaflets advertising Willowfield’s Easter 

services. Okay, I thought, a bit grudgingly, I 

suppose I could do that too. Though I eyed up 

the Crème eggs a bit wistfully.   

‘We’ll also offer to pray for people,’ John said, 

‘and someone can carry this cross’. He ges-

tured to a heavy wooden cross at the front of 

the church. 

Oh dear. We had found the outer limit of my 

comfort zone. Thankfully Roger volunteered to 

shoulder the cross. 

 As it turns out, folks on the Cregagh were very 

welcoming and it was much more natural than I 

thought to hand out leaflets. I also discovered 

a talent for health and safety, ensuring Roger 

didn’t swing the tail end of the cross into un-

suspecting pedestrians behind us.   

As we worked our way up the road, the odd 

shopper eyed us  with curiosity, but many more 

people smiled, waved or stopped to chat.  It 

was clear that Glynis, John and others in the 

group were well known to locals. When Glynis 

asked if I’d like to join her as she went into a 

shop to pray for a business-owner, I thought to 

myself, in for a penny, in for a pound. Glynis 

introduced me to a woman who had clearly 

chatted with Willowfield folks on the street 

before and seemed genuinely touched when 

asked if there was anything we could pray for. 

Glynis said a short prayer, spoke a word of en-

couragement, and we headed on our way. 

I want to tell you that the Easter giveaway was 

a dramatic turning point for me and I’ve been a 

fearless evangelist ever since. But I’d be lying!   

What I can say, though, is that I am really glad I 

did it. It was great to see the respect and affec-

tion the local community has for Willowfield 

church but more importantly it was a reminder 

of what makes us different as Christians.  Any-

one can give away free chocolate, but what 

sets us apart as Christ-followers is the cross 

and the hope that it brings—a hope that 

speaks to people’s deepest insecurities and 

needs, on the Cregagh road and beyond.  

Slowly but surely, through the giveaway and 

other opportunities, God is expanding my 

heart and my comfort zone when it comes to 

telling others about the hope that we have in 

Him. 

Jennifer Hamill 
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MEN’S GROUP 
Hi, my name is Graham Morgan and I would 

just like to share a bit about my experience 

with the Willowfield men’s group.    

I started going to  the men’s events back in 

2017, this was when I wasn’t a Christian or go-

ing to church.  It was something to do at a time 

when in truth I was looking for some sort of 

direction in my life as I knew I  was heading in the 

wrong direction but I didn’t like to admit it.   

John Menagh invited me for a night out in East 

Belfast for air soft shooting and he said there 

would be a man there called John Edwards who 

was going to do a talk back  in the Longfellow 

bar after the event.   

It was a great experience and it got me thinking 

that maybe this Christian life could actually turn 

a mess of man like me into a new creation. 

In fact this night changed my life and as I listen 

to John Edwards I was filled with all sorts of 

emotions about this man’s story and how Jesus 

was with him all the way through his life both in 

the deepest and darkest of valleys and also 

along the mountain tops.   

I started to wonder if I could just change like this 

man did and have some joy into my life again.  

Maybe I could turn things around and change all 

the wrongs in my life into something right.  Af-

ter this night I started going on more trips with 

the men’s group which is a mixture of men from 

the community and men from the Church.  

Most of the community people I already knew 

but through the events I started to get to know 

and become friendly with a few of the guys 

from the Church.   One of the most memorable 

trips was a weekend away to Todd's Leap out-

door activity centre.  What a weekend this was, 

full of craic, banter and just messing about with 

no one judging you, and there was just a real 

sense of companionship with all the lads.    

If it wasn’t for this men’s group and the support 

of John Menagh I wouldn’t be here today and it 

has brought me into a relationship with Jesus.   

Graham Morgan 
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LIFE GROUPS IN THE COMMUNITY 

The old "Refresh" life group met for many 

years under the leadership of Richard Wal-

ler but recently moved to meet in the 

Church ground floor lounge.  

It is a ladies group and contains a number of 

very experienced long time Christian ladies with 

a few others who came to faith over the last 

number of years. As well as the usual activities 

of a life group in undertaking various Bible stud-

ies, prayer etc we have a bi-monthly outreach 

to Ellis Court, which is a residential complex off 

Ravenhill Avenue for independent but support-

ed living for older people. The service, which is 

like an old time gospel meeting, consists of a 

number of well known hymns and spirituals, 

prayer, reading of the Word and a short 10 mi-

nute epilogue, usually from one of the Diocesan 

evangelists.   

Over the last few years we have been delighted 

that three of the residents have come to faith 

through this and other evangelistic efforts. One 

of these was a man suffering from terminal 

cancer who passed away soon after; and an-

other one of which was a lady of 99 years old 

who told us that as she had never come to faith 

in Jesus, she didn't know where her eternal 

home would be!   

It is a matter of deep joy to the Life Group that 

when these dear people passed away only a 

year later, they went straight to the loving arms 

of  Jesus.  

As a Life Group we really enjoy the outreach 

meetings and would like to extend this to an-

other Home in due course. Many people in Care 

Homes and Assisted Living have never made 

the commitment to follow Jesus and we would 

like many more people to have the opportunity 

to meet with the Living God. 

God bless  

Frank and Anne 

 

STARTING FRESH 
When our family started coming to Willow-

field nearly 5 years ago we were keen to 

find ways to volunteer so that we could 

serve the community and get to know 

more about the rhythm and heartbeat of 

our new church family. 

I volunteered to help with Besom (renamed 

Fresh Start). This is a ministry dedicated to 

helping meet people’s practical needs for furni-

ture and white goods. The operating model is 

pretty simple, people donate goods such as 

beds, tables, sofas, cookers, fridges (usually 

when they are updating their homes or having a 

clear out), these items are then available to 

match a list of needs collated by our pastoral 

ministry team and our family support team 

(working in partnership with local agencies).  

It was a great privilege to be able to deliver ap-

pliances and furniture to people who desper-

ately needed them and to play a small part in 

making a huge difference in helping others feel 

known, valued and cared for. 

We are called to be the hands and feet of Jesus 

and Fresh Start provides a brilliant opportunity 

to do this and show the love of Jesus in a way 

that makes a positive difference to people’s 

everyday lives. 

A massive thanks to everyone who has donated 

goods, helped deliver stuff, identified people 

who need help or driven our trusty (but often 

unreliable) van. 

Peter Clugston 
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O U T R E A C H   A T   S T  C L E M E N T ‘ S 

St Clement’s Church is located in the heart 

of East Belfast and has a diverse range of 

people living within the Parish.  This cre-

ates its own challenges as we attempt to 

reach out to each group with the gospel.  

There are a number of initiatives presently 

in place which are being used to reach out 

to them, which I would like to share with 

you: 

1)  At Christmas, four families from the local 

homeless hostel joined us for a Christmas party 

for the kids, pamper session for the ladies and 

indoor sports for the men.  They had a great 

time and I hope to build on those connections 

throughout the year. 

2)  Manspace - happens every Sunday evening 

from 8.30pm-10.00pm.  Having identified male 

suicide and isolation as being major social is-

sues in the area, I felt we ought to be doing 

something as a church.  Manspace is for men 

who struggle with life, need a bit of headspace 

or someone to chat to.  We are there to listen, 

pray and signpost them to organisations that 

can give them additional support. 

3)  Alpha – we have just completed an Alpha 

Course with good attendances every week.  We 

were able to join Willowfield Alpha on the Holy 

Spirit Away Day.  I plan to run more courses in 

the future. 

4)  We were pleased to have a YWAM (Youth 

with a Mission) team join us for a day when they 

helped conduct a Personal Faith Survey around 

the Parish.  I plan to have further teams join us 

throughout the year to help break the ground 

spiritually for further outreach initiatives.  I have 

been re-visiting the homes of those who were 

contacted, to talk further about their faith. 

5) Every couple of weeks, on a Friday evening, I 

get together a group of young adult men who 

meet and enjoy some form of social activity.  

We have had a cinema trip, visit to the Oval and 

attended a Belfast Giants ice hockey match.  

These young men are new to the church so I 

hope to nurture these relationships through 

more regular events and use opportunities to 

speak to them about Jesus. 

 6)  Having identified the houses up for sale/rent 

in the parish, I call at those houses when some-

one has moved in and welcome them to the 

area with a gift of a plant, John’s Gospel and 

some literature about the church.  They are 

also invited to come and join the St Clement’s 

church family, if not already attending a church. 

7) Every house in the parish has been leafleted 

with a Helpline number for the church, for those 

feeling vulnerable and isolated.  We want to 

take this unprecedented opportunity to direct 

people to the church for help at a time of un-

certainty for them, praying it will draw them 

closer to God. 

Some plans for the future: 

1) The Yard Cafe Church – a new cafe-style 

church will be starting once the Coronavirus 

crisis is over.  It will be targeted at those who are 

unchurched and find it difficult to connect with 

traditional church, though anyone is welcome.  

It will start with food and have a very informal, 

relaxed style 

 2)  CAP (Christians Against Poverty) Life Skills 

Programme – is a programme which teaches 

basic budgeting, cooking, health and self-worth 

skills in a Christian context .  I will be introducing 

this after the summer. 

I hope this gives you a flavour of some of the 

outreach being undertaken at St Clement’s.  

We value your prayers and support in any way 

you can.  My constant prayer is Jesus’ words: 

[Jesus] told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but 

the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the har-

vest, therefore, to send out workers into his 

harvest field. (Luke 10v2) 

If that you think that might be you ... get in 

touch. 

James Myles, Outreach Worker, St Clement’s 

Parish Church 

(m) 07502 403548                                                              

(e) jmylesjnr@googlemail.com 


